The experiments, the results of which are given below*, were an attempt to ascertain if the foul air of an inhabited room with very imperfect ventilation, accumulated at a high or a low level.
Tne room in which the experiments were tried was of 4,290 cubic feet capacity. Besides the door-way it had two openings, each nearly two feet square : one in the front wall, about 18 feet from the floor, and the other in the back wall, two feet from the floor; at the latter opening was placed a thermantidote. The water was then emptied out, and as it passed out, the air of the room passed in.
The carbonic acid in the air was determined by Petenkofer's method. A measured quantity of lime water, the strength of which was known, was poured into the vessels containing the air, and these were then well shaken, so that the carbonic acid might be fully absorbed. The fluid was then taken out and rapidly filtered, and the lime, which was in excess of that required for the absorption of all the carbonic acid, was determined in the filirate by a volumetric process.
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